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2, Archive Maintenance

2.1 GRID-Centers

The GRID Archive is operated in a decentralized fash-
ion with each regional GRID node responsible for certain data
sets. Global data sets are maintained at GRID-Geneva. In gen-
eral, the division is along geographical lines: the African daa
sets, for instance, are maintained in Nairobi. Cooperative cen-
ters have been or are being established, for example in Bangkok
(South East Asia) and Noumea (the Pacific). A center for the
Nordic region has been opened in Arendal, Norway and a North
American center in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, U.S.A.. Some
GRID nodes also have specific sectoral responsibilities.

As more up-to-date information is received, the rele-
vant data sets are modified and the changes incorporated into
the archive at the responsible node. All nodes report updates to
the GRID Director on a regular basis.

2.2 Data Distribution Policy

The GRID database is maintained for the purpose of
assisting individual nations and the international community in
making sound decisions related to resource management and
environmental planning, and where applicabie to provide data
for scientific studies. In general, requests for data from the ar-
chive will be filled according to data availahility, GRID work-
load and the nature of the data set being requested. Requests
will be queued with priority given to requests related to joint
activities with UNEP programme areas.

UN organizations, intergovernmental organizations,
scientific and academic organmizations, non-governmental or-
ganizatons and national govemment organizations are all eli-
gible to request data from the GRID archive. Requests from
éligiblc organizations for data with an unrestricted access rating
will normally be filled without further clearance. Requests for
data with a source approva] rating will be referred to the rele-
vant authority for clearance, and in some cases, the requestor
will be advised to seek the data from the source. Data sets with
an in-house rating will not be distributed; however, information
about such data sets, including the distributor's name, will be
sent to eligible organizations on request.

As a result, data requests from private commercial firms
and private individuals will not be filled. Exceptional cases in
which the intended use of the data would be of direct benefit to
the United Nations or member states will be considered on a
case-by-case basis by the GRID Director, in consultation with
the UNEP Assistant Executive Director-Programme,

It is understood that due acknowledgement will be
made to GRID and UNEP, as well as the original data source, on
all output products.
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