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GRID activities at all GRID centers. GRID-Geneva is
equipped with a modern information system and serves as the
technical support center for the GRID network. Later, GRID-
Bangkok (Thailand), GRID-Arendal (Norway) and GRID-Sioux
Falls (U.S.A.) were opened. In May, 1991, GRID-Tsukuba was
established at the Center for Global Environmental Research in
the National Institute for Environmental Studies. Further re-
gional centers have been or will be opened in Poland, Russia,
Brazil, Noumea and Kathmandu (Fig. 1).

Because information is of importance for global envi-
ronmental issues, GRID was branched off from GEMS in May,

1991, to become one of the projects directly under UNEP.

1:2 GRID Functions

GRID's main functions are as follows:

To bring together global and regional scale environ-
mental data produced from monitoring activities both within
and outside GEMS.

To integrate that data through geographical referencing
and defined functional linkages.

To provide information for analysis and assessment of
global environmental issues of great urgency.

To convert environmental data into integrated informa-
tion usable by both national and international decision-makers
and scientists.

To provide access to the Geographical Information Sys-

tem.

. UNEP/GRID-Tsukuba
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