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153 The GRID Archive

GRID has a computer archive of the environmental data
sets and thematic maps produced by international or national or-
ganizations, as well as by GRID international cooperative proj-
ects. The GRID archive contains a variety of data sets relevant
to the health of the planet. These data sets come from a number
of sources and at a number of scales. All of the data sets, how-
ever, have the common characteristic of being geographically
referenced.

GRID data sets can be classified into the following
general categories.
1) lobal and r from Uni

intergovernmental sources. These are "public domain" data sets
released by UN organizations or intergovernmental organiza-

ional

tions, such as the International Union for Conservation of Na-
ture and Natural Resources and the International Livestock
Centre for Africa, as maps, atlases, books or other published
form, which are available as digital data.

2) lobal an
tions. These datasets have been developed within national

ional sets from national organiza-
agencies, typically for analysis of global processes or as an aid
to international communication. Examples are the US Navy
Global Spot Elevation Data Set and the NOAA Weekly Global
Vegetation Index. This category encompasses data sets derived

by cooperation among GRID-compatible national centres. For

most practical purposes they are "public domain".

UNEP/GRID-Tsukuba

(Fig. 3) Vegetation Type
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3) National dat:
tivities. Obtained from the same sources as type 1) data, this
data is limited in scope to one country or a part thereof. The

from international ment ac-

data is generated through activities of an internationally fi-
nanced development project, and is generally considered by the
country in question to be suitable for circulation to users outside
that country.

4) National data sets from national organizations. Na-
tional or sub-national data sets arise out of a national project,
often generated from GRID supported case studies. Such data
sets are ustally privileged by the terms of the case study agree-
ment. Most national and sub-national data sets in this category
may only be released with the expressed permission of the rele-
vant authority. Spatially resampled (generalized) versions of
the data may be used to update other GRID data sets.

Data sets from private organizations have been pro-
duced by profit-making organizations, either for internal use or
for public sale. Typical examples are satellite data sets sold by
private vendors. These reside in the GRID archive by arrange-
ment and are only for in-house use. GRID does not distribute
raw (unprocessed) satellite data.
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