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UNEP (United Nations Environmental Programme)/
GRID (Global Resource Information Database)-Tsukuba

1. What is UNEP/GRID?

1.1 Establishment

The importance of solving the environmental problems
was recognized during the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment held in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1972. In
the same year, the United Nations Environmental Programme
(UNEP) was established under the auspices of the United Na-
tions in order to initiate and catalyze environmental action and
awareness at all levels of society worldwide. The Global Envi-
ronment Monitoring System (GEMS), managed from a Pro-
gramme Activity Center within UNEP's Nairobi Headquarters,
coordinates collection of data on the global environment, spe-
cifically on the earth's atmosphere and climatic changes, envi-
ronmental pollutants and their impact, and the earth's renewable
TESOUrces.

In 1985, GEMS established the Global Resorce Infor-
mation Database (GRID) to provide timely and usable environ-
mental data to the world community of researchers and policy
makers. GRID also supports the developing countries through
training programmes and transfer of the technologies pertinent
to the geographic information system and remote sensing. Two
regional GRID centers were inaugurated in Nairobi and Ge-
neva. GRID-Nairobi, within the headquarters of UNEP, is de-
signed to function as a coordinator responsible for
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